Christmas 2020 Theophany 2021
Різдво Христове 2020

Богоявлення ‘Йордан’ 2021

HOLY EUCHARIST PARISH – www.HOLYEUCHARIST.ca
Sunday - December 20 - Sunday before the Feast of the Nativity
8:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy (English)
_____________________________________________________
Thursday - December 24 - Christmas Eve—Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm - Christmas Carol & Blessing (Nautical Twilight 5:10 pm - stars visible)1
- Carols playing
7:00 pm - Vertep; Complines; & Christmas Divine Liturgy (approx. 8:00 pm)
Friday - December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY - Nativity of Our Lord
10:00 am - Christmas Divine Liturgy 11:00 am - Christmas Family greetings
Saturday - December 26 - Synaxis of The Theotokos
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy
Sunday - December 27 - Protomartyr St. Stephen & Saint Joseph
8:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy (English)
__________________________________________________
Thursday - December 31 - New Year’s Eve
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy
10:00-11:30 pm – Year-End Thanksgiving for 2019 and Vespers
- Greet the New Year Vigil
Friday - January 1 - Naming of Jesus Christ; Feast of St. Basil the Great
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng)
_________________________________________________________

Sunday - January 3 - Sunday before Theophany
8:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 10:00 am - Divine Liturgy (English)
Tuesday - January 5 - The Eve of Theophany
(“2nd Holy Supper…”)
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm – Complines & Water-Blessing
Wednesday - January 6 - The Baptism Theophany of Our Lord “Jordan”
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy
10:00 am - Water Blessing / Водосвяття
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The Christmas Eve supper would traditionally get underway after the children would spot the first star in the
evening sky. Then the first Carol is sung, a meal blessing and… the festivities begin.

CHRISTMAS IS UPON US!

СКОРО РІЗДВО!

Dear Parishioners,
I have the pleasure of greeting you in this amazing period when we see the world
changing before our eyes! And, most of the people don’t even realize its changing!
First of all, yes, this change may refer to our physical/political world in which you
and I are presently living. It actually is changing. Everyone recognizes this from politicians
to religious leaders [Even Pope Francis and the Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
have acknowledged this in various speeches and letters.] Several movements would like
to see the world change that way that they think would be good, and that is what they are
promoting and hoping for. Well, we shall see, because we don’t want to forget that the
most important and all-powerful movement is that created by God - Who is the creator of
the heavens and earth and it is His Will that ultimately wins out in the end. However, we
pray and ask the good Lord to watch over us all - His children around the world - and lead
us through these uncertain times.
The change that I would love us all to focus on at this time, however, is one that
started 2,000 years ago. I am, of course, referring to the Nativity of Christ! The advent
of the Messiah. The coming into the world of God through the birth of the only man-god
ever - Jesus Christ. If we, in our mind, can carry our thoughts to that event and spend
some time thinking about all that was happening at that time - we can see a lot! Here the
long awaited Messiah is being born into the world. The World will never be the same,
ever! Beside Mary and Joseph, a few dirt-poor shepherds and some mysterious Wisemen
that arrived from the far east bearing gifts and praise for a king… there aren’t too many
people that know about the birth of Jesus – never mind know that He is a world-changer.
(well, there is the innkeeper who isn’t interested, and wicked King Herod, who, out of
jealousy decided to do a horrible thing). But most of the world, at that moment, doesn’t
realize that things will change forever. Well….. my dear friends, the wonderful thing is that
the “change” that started pouring into the world through that bare poor stable on that cold
night on the edge of Bethlehem) has never stopped! Throughout history, right up to our
day and to all people around the world and in our own families and circle of friends and
acquaintances, the Lord has made a special announcement and invitation - “Be not
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all people; for
to you is born this day… a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. … and suddenly there was…
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!" (Luke 2:10-14). And the Lord,
has been with us every since and calls upon us to simple trust and follow Him, because,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me…. I will
not leave you desolate…” (John 14:6-18)
I hesitate to greet you with the Christmas season greeting, not because of
superstition, but just because… the feast has not arrived (and besides, we use the
greeting up to February 1st anyway…) There will be lots of opportunity from December
24th! In the meantime, however, I wish you a truly peace-filled Christmas celebration.
You’ll see from the Schedule that we can be together at many times througjout the next
few weeks! Let’s do this! Celebrating together!
God love you!

Fr. Michael

