
Holy Eucharist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Українська Католицька Церква Пресвятої Євхаристії 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 

 

Church Address 
505 Watt Street 
Winnipeg, MB 

Office & Mailing Address 
460 Munroe Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R2K 1H4 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Office Telephone 
204-667-8866 

Pastoral Emergencies 
204-881-3150 

Email 
heparish@gmail.com 

Parish Website 
holyeucharist.ca 

Facebook 
holyeucharistwinnipeg 

Archeparchy Website 
archeparchy.ca 

LITURGICAL SERVICES 

Sunday Services 
6:00 pm (Sat) - Great Vespers 
8:00 am - Ukrainian 
10:00 am - English 

HOLY MYSTERIES 

Confessions 
4:30-6:00 pm Saturdays 
or by appointment 

Marriage 
Please make arrangements with 
the Pastor  

Baptism, Chrismation, Eucharist 
Please make arrangements with 
the Pastor  

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost. Octoechos Tone 8 
Post-feast of the Transfiguration; Venerable-Martyr Dometius 

Antiphon 1 
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, sing 

now to His name, give glory to His 
praise. 

Through the prayers of the Mother 
of God, O Saviour, save us. 

The voice of Your thunder was in 
the whirlwind; Your lightning lit up 
the world. 

Through the prayers of the Mother 
of God, O Saviour, save us. 

You have clothed Yourself in praise 
and splendour; You robe Yourself in 
light as with a cloak. 

Through the prayers of the Mother 
of God, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory… Now… Only-begotten 
Son… 

Antiphon 3 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the 
Lord, let us acclaim God, our Saviour. 

Son of God, transfigured on the 
mount, save us who sing to You: Alle-
luia. 

Let us come before His face with 
praise, and acclaim Him in psalms. 

Son of God, transfigured on the 
mount, save us who sing to You: Alle-
luia. 

For God is the great Lord, and the 
great king over all the earth. 

Son of God, transfigured on the 
mount, save us who sing to You: Alle-
luia. 

Entrance 

Come, let us worship and fall down 
before Christ. 

Son of God, transfigured on the 
mount, save us who sing to You: Alle-
luia. 

 
 

Troparia and Kontakia 

Troparion, Tone 8: You came down 
from on high, O Merciful One,* and 
accepted three days of burial* to free 
us from our sufferings.* O Lord, our 
life and our resurrection,* glory be to 
You. 

Troparion, Tone 7: You were trans-
figured on the mount, O Christ God,* 
showing Your glory to Your disciples 
as much as they could bear.* Make 
Your eternal light shine* also on us 
who are sinners,* through the prayers 
of the Mother of God,* O Giver of 
Light, glory to You! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 

Kontakion, Tone 8: When You rose 
from the tomb,* You also raised the 
dead and resurrected Adam.* Eve ex-
ults in Your resurrection,* and the 
ends of the world celebrate Your ris-
ing from the dead,* O most merciful 
One. 

Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
Kontakion, Tone 7: You were trans-

figured on the mount, O Christ God,* 
and Your disciples saw Your glory as 
much as they could;* that when they 
saw You crucified* they might know 
that You suffered willingly*, and 
might proclaim to the world* that You 
are truly the brightness of the Father. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 8 

Pray and give praise to the Lord our 
God. 

verse: In Judea God is known; His 
name is great in Israel. (Psalm 
75:12,2) 

 
 
 
 



Anointing of the Sick 
Please make arrangements with 
the Pastor  

Funerals 
Please make arrangements with 
the Pastor  

Divine Liturgy Intentions 
Please make arrangements with 
the Pastor 

Catechism 
Contact forthcoming 

Pastor 
Fr. Michael Winn 
Office: 204-667-8866 

Parish Office Administration 
Carlene Deptuch 
Office: 204-667-8866 
heparish@gmail.com 

Parish Facility Rentals 
204-667-8866 

Perogy Hotline 
204-667-6304 

Parish Bookstore 
204-334-2081 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Curtis Shupenia 
204-667-8866 

UCWLC 
Emily Hawrysh 
204-668-8013 
Travelling Icon 
Evelyn Tymchak 
204-667-6791 

Millennium Seniors’ Club 
Bernice Hrehirchuk 
204-669-2068 

Young Adults (18-35) 
Contact forthcoming 

Epistle - 1 Cor 3:9-17 

Brothers and Sisters, we are God’s 
fellow workers; you are God’s field, 
you are God’s building. According to 
the grace of God which was given to 
me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and another 
builds on it. But let each one take 
heed how he builds on it. For no other 
foundation can anyone lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if anyone builds on this founda-
tion with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, each one’s work 
will become clear; for the Day will 
declare it, because it will be revealed 
by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. If any-
one’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. If 
anyone’s work is burned, he will suf-
fer loss; but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire. Do you not 
know that you are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God dwells in 
you? If anyone defiles the temple of 
God, God will destroy him. For the 
temple of God is holy, which temple 
you are. 

Alleluia, Tone 8 

verse: Come, let us rejoice in the 
Lord; let us acclaim God our Saviour. 

verse: Let us come before His coun-
tenance with praise and acclaim Him 
with psalms. (Psalm 94:1,2) 

Gospel - Mt 14:22-34 

At that time, Jesus made His disci-
ples get into the boat and go before 
Him to the other side, while He sent 
the multitudes away. And when He 
had sent the multitudes away, He 
went up on the mountain by Himself 
to pray. Now when evening came, He 
was alone there. But the boat was now 
in the middle of the sea, tossed by the 
waves, for the wind was contrary. 

Now in the fourth watch of the night 
Jesus went to them, walking on the 
sea. And when the disciples saw Him 
walking on the sea, they were trou-
bled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 
cried out for fear. But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of 
good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” 
And Peter answered Him and said, 
“Lord, if it is You, command me to 
come to You on the water.” So He 
said, “Come.” And when Peter had 
come down out of the boat, he walked 
on the water to go to Jesus. But when 
he saw that the wind was boisterous, 
he was afraid; and beginning to sink 
he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” 
And immediately Jesus stretched out 
His hand and caught him, and said to 
him, “O you of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” And when they got into 
the boat, the wind ceased. Then those 
who were in the boat came and wor-
shiped Him, saying, “Truly You are 
the Son of God.” When they had 
crossed over, they came to the land of 
Gennesaret. 

Hymn to the Mother of God 

O my soul, magnify the Lord trans-
figured on the mountain. 

And the Irmos, Tone 4: Your giving 
birth was revealed as incorrupt; for it 
was God who came forth from your 
womb; He appeared on earth in the 
flesh, and made His dwelling among 
us. Thus, O Mother of God, all of us 
magnify you. 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens;* 
praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 148:1)* We 
will walk in the light of Your face, O 
Lord,* and rejoice in Your name for-
ever.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 
(Psalm 88:16,17) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Holy Eucharist UCWLC Bur-
sary Committee is once again ac-
cepting applications. Any student who 
is a member of our Parish and is en-
rolled in a university, college or cath-
olic high school may apply. Applica-
tions are available at the parish office. 

Please note changes to eligibility 
have changed. The deadline for the 
applications is September 30, 2022.  

CWE Wrestling at the Parish Cen-
tre! Next Sunday, August 14 starting 
6:00 pm. Tickets: cwetickets.com 



Health Canada releases 2021 euthana-
sia report. More than 10,000 deaths 
representing 3.3% of all deaths. 

“At least 1740 people died by euthanasia (2021) for 
loneliness and isolation” 

By Alex Schadenberg 
Executive Director, Euthanasia Prevention Coalition 

Health Canada recently released the Third Annual Re-
port on Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada (2021). 
The data is gathered from the reports submitted by the 
medical or nurse practitioners who carried out the eu-
thanasia death. There is no requirement that a third par-
ty or neutral person submit the reports to ensure their 
accuracy. 

Canadian euthanasia data 

Comparing the Third Annual report (2021) to the Sec-
ond Annual Report (2020), the report states that there 
were: 10,064 assisted deaths in 2021 up from 7603 in 
2020, 5661 in 2019, 4480 in 2018, 2838 in 2017 and 
1018 in 2016. 

The report indicates that the number of assisted deaths 
increased by 32.4% representing 3.3% of all deaths in 
2021. 

When all data sources are considered, the total of num-
ber of euthanasia (MAiD) reported assisted deaths in 
Canada from legalization to December 31, 2021 is 
31,664. 

Regional differences 

The report indicates that euthanasia represented 3.3% 
of all deaths, which was up from 2.5% in 2021. The 
data indicates a big difference in the percentage of eu-
thanasia deaths between provinces. According to the 
data the percentage of all deaths that were euthanasia 
increased in all provinces notably: 

• British Columbia: 4.8% in 2021 up from 3.8% in 
2020, 

• Quebec: 4.7% in 2021 up from 3.0% in 2020.  

• Prince Edward Island 2.9% in 2021 up from 2.8% 
in 2020.  

• Ontario: 2.7% in 2021 up from 2.1% in 2020.  

• Newfoundland was the lowest with 1.2% in 2021 
up from 0.9% in 2020. 

The report indicated that due to the passing of Bill C-7 
in March 2021, 2.2% of the assisted deaths were people 
whose natural death was not reasonably foreseeable. 

How did Bill C-7 expand eligibility for euthanasia in 
Canada? 

This is the first Health Canada MAiD report since the 

federal government expanded eligibility for euthanasia 
(MAiD) in March 2021 by passing Bill C-7. 

1. Bill C-7 removed the requirement that a person’s 
natural death be reasonably foreseeable to qualify 
for assisted death. Therefore, people who are not 
terminally ill could die by euthanasia.  

2. Bill C-7 permitted a doctor or nurse practitioner to 
lethally inject a person who is incapable of consent-
ing, if that person was previously approved for as-
sisted death. Therefore, incompetent people can die 
by euthanasia in Canada.  

3. Bill C-7 waived the ten-day waiting period if a per-
son's natural death is deemed to be reasonably fore-
seeable. Thus, a person could request euthanasia on 
a "bad day" and die the same day.  

4. Bill C-7 created a two-track law. A person whose 
natural death is deemed to be reasonably foreseea-
ble has no waiting period, while a person whose 
natural death is not deemed to be reasonably fore-
seeable has a 90-day waiting period before being 
killed by lethal injection.  

5. Bill C-7 approved euthanasia for mental illness 
alone, but established a two-year moratorium on 
euthanasia for mental illness alone to create guide-
lines. 

The data indicates that there were 12,286 written re-
quests for MAID in 2021 representing an increase of 
27.7% over the number of written requests in 2020. The 
majority of the written requests (9,950 or 81.0%) result-
ed in an assisted death. There must be some missing 
reports. The data states the 9,950 written requests re-
sulted in euthanasia, but there were 10,064 reported eu-
thanasia deaths. 

There were 2,336 requests (19.0%) that resulted in an 
outcome other than MAID. 

• 231 individuals withdrew their request (1.9% of 
written requests);  

• 487 individuals were deemed ineligible (4.0% of 
written requests); and   

• 1,618 individuals died prior to receiving MAID 
(13.2% of written requests). 

It is concerning that only 4% of the written requests 
were deemed ineligible. The Netherlands and Belgium 
have higher rates of people being deemed ineligible. 

Reasons for requesting euthanasia 

The main reasons for requesting euthanasia were: 

• the loss of ability to engage in meaningful activities 
(86.3%),  

• loss of ability to perform activities of daily living 
(83.4%), and  



Gather your items for our annual thrift sale in early Septem-
ber! Drop your items to the Parish Centre, Tues.-Fri 9am to 
3pm. No furniture or clothing please. 

• inadequate control of pain, or concern about con-
trolling pain (57.6%). 

It is concerning that approximately 1740 people 
(17.3%) died by euthanasia based on loneliness and 
isolation. Many people with significant medical condi-
tions also live with loneliness and isolation. Social iso-
lation and loneliness require a compassionate caring 
community, not death by lethal injection. 

Inadequate control of pain or concern about controlling 
pain were reasons for 57.6% of the requests for eutha-
nasia, and yet the report states that 80.7% of the people 
who requested euthanasia were "receiving palliative 
care." Being enrolled in palliative care and receiving 
palliative care are different. A study needs to be done 
to determine how many people who died by euthanasia 
were actually receiving palliative care. 

The federal euthanasia report essentially provides basic 
data that is not analysed. 

Québec is the only province that provides an analysis 
of the euthanasia reports, and has a multiple reporting 
system that may uncover discrepancies in the reports. 

Amy Hasbrouck, the past President of the Euthanasia 
Prevention Coalition, examined the Québec report data 
(April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021). Hasbrouck reported 
that since Québec has a multiple reporting system, the 
data indicates a discrepancy between the 2426 euthana-
sia reports submitted by doctors and the 2688 euthana-
sia reports submitted by hospitals, nursing homes, and 
other facilities. A discrepancy of 262 deaths. 

Since Québec reviews the euthanasia reports, the Qué-
bec report indicated that at least 7 of the euthanasia 
deaths did not fit the criteria of the law. Canada's feder-
al report does not analyze the reports; it only provides 
data from the reports. Research needs to be done to en-
sure compliance with the law. 

Sadly, Canada has quickly become the most permissive 
euthanasia regime in the world. Further to that, a Cana-
dian government committee is examining expanding 
the law to include euthanasia for children, "mature mi-
nors," and euthanasia for incompetent people. 

Recent stories indicate that Canadians are now dying 
by euthanasia for reasons of poverty, disability, and 
mental illness. 

It appears that the horse has already left the barn, but I 
have hope that Canadians will recognize that the slope 
we have chosen is very slippery and the direction needs 
reversing, not accelerating. 

We need a caring community, not a killing community. 

The 68th Annual Pilgrimage at Cooks Creek 
Feast of the Dormition 

of the Most Holy Mother of God 
August 19, 20, 21, 2022 

Friday, August 19 
6:00 pm Rosary 
7:00 pm Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian), Blessing of Water, 

Blessing of Flowers, Anointing 
8:00 pm Fellowship - Corn, Cake & Coffee 
9:30 pm Akathist to the Mother of God , Candle Light 

Procession 
Overnight Campfire & Campout (bring a tent or camper) 

Saturday, August 20 
9:00 am Pilgrimage Walk (19.3 km) 
10:30 am Divine Liturgy 
  Lunch Available Following Divine Liturgy 
 5:00 pm Service in the Grotto 
6:00 pm Burgers, Hot Dogs, Fries 
Overnight Campfire & Campout (bring a tent or camper) 

Sunday, August 21 
8:30 am Pilgrimage Walk (6.4 km) 
10:45 am Panakhyda & Blessing of the Grave of the Very 

Rev. Philip Ruh, omi 
11:30 am Divine Liturgy  (Bilingual) 

Lunch Available Following Divine Liturgy 
(Chicken dinner) 

 
For more information visit our website at 

www.immaculate.ca 



Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for his friends 

(Jn. 15:13) 

Beloved in Christ! 

For the fifth month, a large-scale, brutal war has been 
taking place on Ukrainian soil. It came uninvited and 
perfidious already in 2014, and from February 24, the 
enemy took off all his previous masks and openly de-
stroys Ukraine. 

The russian army kills the innocent and rapes the de-
fenceless, kidnaps children and deports the occupied, 
tortures prisoners and starves the besieged, steals the 
grain we grow and loots our homes, annexes lands and 
destroys seized enterprises, fires at peaceful cities and 
terrorizes residents. The russian leadership seeks to de-
stroy Ukrainian statehood and deprive us of our name. 
“You have eyes and heart only for your dishonest gain, 
for shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppres-
sion and violence” (Jer. 22:17). Again, as in the 20th 
century, the territory of our Fatherland has turned into 
“bloody lands.” 

We strongly condemn this war! Because “the way of 
the wicked is an abomination to the LORD” (Prov. 
15:9). The world has a moral obligation to turn back 
this aggression against Ukraine! 

The aggressor’s intentions are plainly genocidal: from 
the first days, the war tactics show that he is not 
fighting the army, but the people. Russia is trying to 
satisfy its imperial appetites: its leadership considers 
Ukraine a colony, a not-a-state that is not worthy of a 
place on the political map of the world. To be great, an 
empire needs colonies—enslaved, conquered lands, 
resources, slaves. Colonial genocidal logic dictates 
scorched earth tactics that spare no one and nothing. It 
holds nothing sacred—neither the elderly person, nor 
the pregnant woman, neither the baby in a maternity 
hospital, nor children hiding in a theatre. It sees no val-
ue in a historical monument or industrial city, a resi-
dential building with hundreds of residents or hectares 
of ripe grain. Everyone and everything can be de-
stroyed “for the sake of operational tasks.” Every day, 
as if in a daze, the whole world contemplates the barba-
rism, moral decay, and vileness of the attackers. 
Ukraine, on the other hand, defends itself, because its 
people, once and for all, have refused to become slaves, 
they simply strive to live their God-given life and God-
given dignity in freedom. No one dares to take this 
away from him – thus says the Lord. 

Overcome Evil with Good! (Romans 12:21) 

Pastoral Letter of the 2022 Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
to the Clergy, Monastics and Laity of the UGCC and to All People of Good Will 

Ukraine does not want to conquer or humiliate russia. It 
wants the aggressor neighbour—having a territory 28 
times larger, stretching across 11 time zones, and a 
population almost four times larger—to stop its centu-
ries-old attempts to enslave and destroy Ukraine, to 
free itself from the pathology of imperialism and be-
come a law-based state that respects the rights of oth-
ers. The thief must leave our house! The Russian Or-
thodox Church must stop ideologically promoting the 
heresy of the “Russian world”! At a time when various 
Christian Churches are rethinking with repentance their 
historical role in the policy of colonialism and the prac-
tice of slavery, the Russian Orthodox Church is leading 
its faithful into the moral darkness of violence, aggres-
sion, and war crimes. The salt has lost its taste, and the 
light has stopped shining (cf. Mt. 5:13-16). 

The war of the invader has caused a humanitarian and 
ecological catastrophe, an economic and demographic 
crisis in our country. In five months, up to nine million 
residents have left Ukraine, in particular, two million 
adults and children have been forcibly deported by the 
occupier to russia, and an estimated seven million have 
been forced to become internally displaced persons, 
15.6 million are in need of humanitarian support. Thou-
sands of families are separated by kilometres and bor-
ders. The number of widows and orphans is increasing 
daily. The aggressor is doing everything to turn our Fa-
therland into an uninhabitable territory, cities and re-
gions remain deserted. The scale of this massive demo-
graphic shift is beyond our comprehension, but we will 
feel its effects for decades. 

The tragedy of the war has profoundly wounded our 
Church directly. Some of our parishes are occupied and 
plundered. After all, over the past centuries, every time 
the boot of the russian occupier—be it tsarist, Soviet, or 
putinian—stepped on our land, the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church was persecuted and destroyed. How-
ever, each time, bearing witness to her faith and show-
ing endurance in persecution, by the Lord’s will she 
was restored with a new strength. We believe and know 
that it will be so this time as well. We express solidarity 
and support to our bishops, priests, consecrated per-
sons, lay faithful, who are on the front lines and in the 
occupied territories, or have been forced to leave their 
homes and parishes. We believe that you will return to 
your homes, and our parishes will revive and develop. 
We express words of brotherhood and solidarity to the 
Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants, Jews, and 
Muslims of Ukraine, who are under mortal threat no 
less than we. We stand together! 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John.%2015.13
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jer.%2022.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Prov.%2015.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Prov.%2015.9


The courage and unity of our people in defending their 
independence has been unexpected even for many 
Ukrainians, not to mention for other countries. Heroic 
military resistance, dedication and sacrifice of volun-
teers, unity, and unanimity of religious communities, 
which have turned into important centres of mutual aid 
and love for one’s neighbour, provide proof that such a 
people cannot be enslaved. 

They wanted to bury us, but they did not know that we 
are seeds. This saying has become a slogan of the in-
domitability, resilience, and strength of resistance to 
difficulties that Ukrainians are demonstrating. It echoes 
the saying of the Christian writer Tertullian: “The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” We 
bow our heads to all those who have sacrificed and are 
sacrificing themselves to protect the innocent, to defend 
the truth, to stand up for our sacred God-given human 
dignity. 

Tremendous painful sacrifice, because it is authentic 
and paschal, bears abundant, life-giving fruit. In the 
midst of death, which the enemy sows everywhere us-
ing his full arsenal of malice and hatred, emerge 
sprouts of immeasurable strength and nobility. God has 
ignited the souls of Ukrainians with faith in the victory 
of God’s truth. In an era of relativistic dictatorship, 
Ukrainians clearly call things by their name: there is 
truth, goodness, principles, and values by which one 
should live and for which one can even die, and there 
are lies and insidious evil. Ukraine has united Europe, 
healing its cracks, and inspired people of goodwill all 
over the world. The Sacred Scriptures come alive be-
fore the eyes of humanity, and the Lord of history man-
ifests a miracle: David confronts Goliath. Ukrainian 
soldiers who protect from the onslaught their 
hometowns, the lives of relatives and loved ones, the 
freedom and dignity of the people, together with David 
say: “You come to me with a sword and with a spear 
and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the 
LORD of hosts… whom you have defied” (1 Sam. 

17:45). We express our sincere recognition to all those 
who selflessly stand for truth and justice. 

We thank the priests-chaplains who, risking their lives, 
stand alongside our defenders, pray with them, carry 
Christ to them and provide humanitarian support. 

Through her suffering and desperate struggle for exist-
ence, Ukraine has become the epicentre of global 
changes. Many people and nations are losing their blin-
ders: it becomes clear that cheap resources are not 
worth the cost of enabling dictators; that the world se-
curity system is weakened and peace is threatened if, 
for the sake of prosperity, attention is not paid to divine 
principles and the behaviour of violators is ignored; 
that no man or country is a distant island, but that all 
humanity is interconnected at different levels, and if 
injustice is done to one country, others cannot be indif-
ferent. “Never again” is transformed from a historical 
slogan into a moral imperative. 

By God’s will, the truth has become clear, and the lie 
has faded away, because “no lie is of the truth” (1 John 
2:21). The very fact of russia’s unprovoked aggression, 
reinforced by the war crimes of the russian occupiers, 
has caused a huge wave of support for Ukrainians in 
the world. The unprecedented level of humanitarian 
assistance to refugees and temporarily displaced per-
sons is an authentic testimony to Christian love: “I was 
a refugee, and you received Me; I was in trouble, and 
you came to Me” (cf. Mt. 25:35-36). For this hospitali-
ty and generosity of various peoples, Churches, bish-
ops, priests, monks and nuns, lay faithful and people of 
good will in various countries on various continents we 
express our deep gratitude. We also express our sincere 
thanks to the monasteries, religious orders, and congre-
gations in Ukraine and abroad, that have accepted thou-
sands of forcibly displaced persons and share with them 
everything they have. As in the times of the first Chris-
tian communities, the abundance in some overcame the 
need in others (cf. 2 Cor. 8:14). 

These days, we ask ourselves: What gives us the 
strength to fight and resist an enemy who outnumbers 
us tenfold in military might? If we revise the question 
to “Who” gives us the strength, then the answer be-
comes obvious. God gives us strength because He is the 
Lord of powers. Why? Because we love! The power of 
Ukrainians is the power of love. Our soldiers are guid-
ed by the principle, not of hating others, but of love for 
their own— children, loved ones, parents, friends, land, 
native streets, morning dawns, fogs… Love is mani-
fested in the tireless work of volunteers, in the generous 
donations of millions, in sincere silent prayer. And 
through this love we have already won. 

This moral high ground must be preserved. We will 
ultimately win only if we continue to love, if we do not 
deviate one iota from the biblical formula for this victo-
ry: “We know that we have passed out of death into 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Sam.%2017.45
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Sam.%2017.45
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20John%202.21
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20John%202.21
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt.%2025.35-36


life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not 
love abides in death” (1 John 3:14). Love gives birth to 
heroes, and hate—criminals. The cruelty of war dehu-
manizes, and so we, as a nation defending itself and as 
a Church uniting the people in Christ’s family, must 
make every effort to preserve our dignity and humanity, 
without ever stooping down to the inhumanity and 
atrocities of the aggressor. Let us protect the hearts of 
our soldiers from evil, so that they remain warriors of 
light and goodness! Let us safeguard our own hearts! 
Let us turn our anger and resentment into courage, in-
domitability, true wisdom, and the victory of God’s 
truth. St. Paul urges us: “Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). 

How to be Church? 

The principles which we adopted in the Pastoral Letter 
of 2021, “The Hope to Which the Lord Calls Us,” re-
flecting on our future and establishing the pastoral pri-
orities of our Church for the next decade, are brought to 
the fore and acquire particular meaning against the 
backdrop of the war. Drawing on the experience of the 
pandemic, which deeply affected social bonds and 
structures, we emphasized the need for pastoral conver-
sion, for building networks of communion, for healing 
wounds and for closeness and practical attention to the 
poor and marginalized. Based on the experience of our 

communities, we sought to describe a methodology, 
and the war created a context in which each of us can 
reflect more deeply on what this methodology and these 
principles mean and to what practical conclusions and 
actions they lead. 

Our pastoral conversion will mean being close to our 
faithful—in suffering, grief, trials, death. “If one mem-
ber suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor. 12:26). The ex-
pression “smell like the sheep” returns to its original, 
radical Christian meaning—to give one’s life for the 
entrusted sheepfold. The war prompts us to continue 
building bonds of solidarity between people, parishes, 
and countries with new fervour and resilience; new, 
hitherto unheard-of, wounds will require persistent 
prayer and generous labour from everyone, so that with 
the oil of divine mercy and human compassion they 
might be healed and transformed into sources of hope; 
while helping the poor and marginalized will require 
from us new approaches and creativity in love. 

In October 2021, at the opening of the Synod of Bish-
ops of the Catholic Church, Pope Francis emphasized 
that we are called to unity, communion, brotherhood, 
which appear precisely when we realize that we are all 
equally embraced by God’s love. In other words, our 
unity or solidarity is not a social construct, but our 
identity in response to God’s love. “He who does not 
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love does not know God, for God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). 
War radically teaches us, through the pain, sacrifices, 
and grief it brings each day, to be the Church of Christ: 
to believe unshakably in the power of good and to live 
with active love. “For he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen” (1 Jn. 4:20). 

We are called to be a Church that is close 

In Ukraine and abroad, our parishes create networks of 
prayer and support. Along with prayers for peace, res-
cue, the wounded and fallen, appeals resound to collect 
donations, find volunteers, pack and unpack material 
resources. The difficult, meticulous work continues. 
Through the witness of the Church and our faithful in 
different countries of the world, the truth is being 
spread and the awareness of what people in Ukraine are 
experiencing grows. A church that is close to suffering, 
to human grief, is alive and will not become a museum. 

We are called to be a Church that listens 

Chaplains and priests, representatives of monasticism 
or lay faithful, who worked with those who survived 
occupation, shelling, mutilation, or loss of relatives, 
note that the most important words of consolation are “I 
am with you!” Contact, attention, humaneness, pray-
er—these are the main tools for pastoral care in time of 

war. To listen to the other, to hear his or her story, to 
accept his or her pain—in our circumstances this is 
what it means to be Church. 

We are called to be a Church that heals 
wounds 

During his earthly mission, Christ healed the blind, 
crippled, possessed, in order to ultimately heal humani-
ty and every human being from the disease of death and 
sin. Christ handed over to the Church his ministry of 
healing wounds, of making others whole. In time of 
war the healing of spiritual wounds, of dealing with 
trauma and stress is one of the primary tasks of the 
Church and its ministers. “Bear one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). The wounds 
and traumas of the people we are called to serve are 
mostly visible and obvious, but sometimes they are hid-
den or wrapped up in bandages of anger, fear, feigned 
detachment. 

The Church, being herself wounded by the suffering 
and pain of the disaster of war, is called to bring to eve-
ry destitute and wounded person the medicinal grace of 
the Holy Spirit in the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) and 
in spiritual accompaniment, the medicine of consola-
tion and merciful love. In human wounds we recognize 
the wounds of our Saviour, and, in touching human suf-
fering, we rediscover contact with the risen Christ, 
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whose wounds became a sign of God’s ultimate victory 
over the dark and destructive forces of sin. 

Thus, in his Son, crucified for the sins of all people and 
raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
God the Father Himself comes to meet His suffering 
children and turns human patience into a source of hope 
and eternal life. The word of God through the mouth of 
the holy apostle Paul assures us of this: “Now if we 
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has domin-
ion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once 
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.” (Rom. 6:8-
10). 

We are called to be a Church that prays for 
peace and seeks justice 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as 
the world gives do I give to you” (Jn. 14:27). Peace is 
one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and in the midst of 
the pain of daily distressing news, the Church cease-
lessly beseeches the Lord for peace for a long-suffering 
Ukraine and works together with others for the restora-
tion of peace and justice in our land. 

We are called to be a Church that gives hope 

We, Christians, are people of hope not because we 
“hope for something better,” but because we believe in 
God and in the eternal life to which the Lord invites us. 
“Hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us” (Rom. 5:5). Paradoxically, it 
is precisely this faith that allows us fully and deeply to 
experience earthly events, this war in particular. From 
the perspective of eternity, everyday reality is not 
blurred, but, on the contrary, it acquires clear contours, 
the sacred value of each person is brought to the fore. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Be-
cause of the pandemic, we, the bishops of 
the UGCC, have not seen each other in per-
son in three years. However, the joy of our 
brotherly meeting has been overshadowed 
by the horrors of war. It was the war, the 
suffering it inflicts on our people, and the 
latest challenges caused by russian military 
aggression against our Fatherland, that were 
at the centre of our prayers, conversations, 
and synodal meetings. In addition, during 
this year’s session of the Synod, we reflect-
ed on the topic “Synodality and sobornist: 
the experience of the UGCC.” In the con-
text of the present circumstances, this is not 
an abstract topic. On the contrary, the ca-
lamity that our state and our people are ex-
periencing called on us to rediscover the 

power of unity and the need for daily and enduring soli-
darity for the sake of victory. “In unity is the strength 
of the people. God, give us unity!” We felt even more 
keenly that we were called to strengthen unity within 
the country, and to support our faithful and all people 
of good will outside its borders. 

May the power and action of the Holy Spirit give us 
unshakable unity and faith in the victory of God’s 
truth! 

May the Lord strengthen and bless our defenders, vol-
unteers, doctors, employees of the State Emergency 
Service, the lawful government of Ukraine and all 
those who protect and liberate Ukraine from the aggres-
sor! 

May He embrace the families of those who have died, 
the orphans and widows, the prisoners and the missing 
in action! 

May He grant eternal reward and fullness of life to the 
fallen! 

May the oil of merciful love heal the physical, mental, 
and spiritual wounds of the victims! 

Through the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos and 
all the saints of the land of Ukraine, may He bestow his 
peace and blessings on the whole world! 

The blessing of the Lord be upon you! 

On behalf of the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church 

† SVIATOSLAV 

Given in Przemyśl, 
at the Cathedral of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, 

on the Day of the Placing of the Precious Robe of 
Our Most Holy Lady and Theotokos in Blachernae, 

on July 15, 2022 A.D. 
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Parish Schedule July 17-24 2022 
Sunday services are live-streamed 

and are available at holyeucharist.ca 

Please remember in your prayers our parishioners! 

Lavinia Aftanas, Elizabeth Boychuk, Jane Budzen, Jennie 
Huchko, Jack Kisil, Nadia Kowal, Olga (Ollie) Kowlaski, Milly 
Manitowich, Irene Omeniuk, Fr. Victor Yakowchuk. 

If you missed the parish grave blessings on June 4 at Ho-
ly Family, All Saints, and Elmwood cemeteries, or if you 
have a loved buried at another cemetery, you can still 
make arrangements with Fr. Michael. Give him a call. 

For those wishing to donate to Ukraine, you can do so 
through the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Manitoba 
Branch at gofundme.com and search #HelpUkraineNow, 
or through the Catholic Near East Welfare Association 
(cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine). There are direct links 
on the parish website. Or you can donate to our parish and 
earmark for Ukraine. We will forward your donation to 

Sunday, August 7 
9th Sunday after Pentecost. Octoechos Tone 8. Ven. 
Martyr Dometius. 1 Cor 3:9-17; Mt 14:22-34 
09:15 am Rosary 
10:00 am Divine Liturgy  (for parishioners) 

Monday, August 8 
Post-feast of the Transfiguration; Holy Confessor 
Emilian, Bishop of Cyzicus (815). Dormition Fast. 
1 Cor 15:12-19; Mt 21:18-22 
No Services 

Tuesday, August 9 
Post-feast of the Transfiguration; Holy Apostle Mat-
thias. Polyeleos Feast. Dormition Fast. 
Acts 1:12-17, 21-26; Lk 9:1-6 
No Services 

Wednesday, August 10 
Post-feast of the Transfiguration; Holy Martyr and 
Archdeacon Lawrence (249-51). Dormition Fast. Ab-
stention from meat and foods that contain meat. 
1 Cor 16:4-12; Mt 21:28-32 
08:00 am Divine Liturgy 
07:00 pm Paraklesis, Homily, Confessions 

Thursday, August 11 
Post-feast of the Transfiguration; Holy Martyr Euplus 
Dormition Fast. 
2 Cor 1:1-7; Mt 21:43-46 
08:00 am Divine Liturgy 
07:00 pm Paraklesis, Homily, Confessions 

Friday, August 12 
Post-feast of the Transfiguration; Holy Martyrs Photi-
us and Anicetas (284-305). Dormition Fast. Absten-
tion from meat and foods that contain meat. 
2 Cor 1:12-20; Mt 22:23-33 
08:00 am Divine Liturgy 
06:00 pm Great Vespers with Lytia 

Saturday, August 13 
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Holy Transfigura-
tion; Our Venerable Father Maximus the Confessor 
Dormition Fast.  
Rm 15:30-33; Mt 17:24-18:4 
10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
04:30 pm Confessions 
06:00 pm Great Vespers 

Sunday, August 14 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost. Octoechos Tone 1. 
Transfer of Relics of Venerable Father Theodosius 
1 Cor 4:9-16; Heb 13:7-16; Mt 17:14-23; 11:27-29 
09:15 am Rosary 
10:00 am Divine Liturgy  (for parishioners) 
06:00 pm Great Vespers with Lytia 

Rejoice, Mother of God, Virgin Mary, 
full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb; for 
you have borne Christ, the Saviour 
and Redeemer of our souls. 

July 20 - August 31 

Offerings Sunday, Jul 24 Sunday, Jul 31 

Envelopes $ 1420.00 $705.00 

Open collection $ 40.00 $ 46.35 

Candles $ 18.35 $ 19.50 

Mission Activity $ 20.00 $ 0.00 

Andrew's Pence $ 20.00 $ 0.00 

Initial Offering $ 0.00 $ 80.00 

Direct Deposit $ 0.00 $ 0.00 

Seminary $ 20.00 $ 0.00 

CCCB $ 20.00 $ 0.00 

Total $ 1558.35 $ 850.85 


